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domain. When George VI, as the
Prince of Wales, visited Hyderabad
Venumadhav's father, Srihari was
commissioned to engage the Prince
since he spoke Oxford English. The
Prince was so pleased with his
conversation and deportment that he
asked whether he had his education
in London, Such was his faultless
English, though educated in the
Urdu-dominated, backward area of
Telengana. But that father, though
he appreciated his son's budding
artistic talent and keen interest in
visual and performing arts, advised
him to first concentrate on his
education.

But Venumadhav did not listen
and was surreptitiously working on
the art front incurring his father's
wrath. Once, as he returned after
seeing the English movie,
"Scaramouche" setting aside his
textbooks, his angry father threw his
walking stick at him with a curse,
Tour entire future will be in art.
You'll live only in and on art."

That curse today proved an
invaluable blessing in-making
Venumadhav's life dream come true.
And from his mother, who died
while he was studying in third class,
he inherited flair for singing and
piety. He lost his dear father just
after completing his Intermediate.
At College, he used to imitate his
teachers much to the delight of

students and teachers and appeared
in several plays. His talent was
encouraged by Principal B.V.
'Ramanarasu and whenever eminent
men visited the college,
Venumadhav was asked to imitate
their speeches and manners, and he
did this right in their presence. This
gave him the needed practice and
publicity. Soon word went round
that Venumadhav was a great
Entertainer, a mimic, a mono-actor
and a multiple-role actor.

As teacher, Venumadhav taught
Indian History. British History and
Geography. He used to enliven the
classes by his dramatic gestures of
the historical characters. So much
so that no student missed his class.
Studying the portraits of these
characters and imaginnig their
facial expressions and voice
modulation, he used to enact in the
class the shifting scenes of drama
which presented a plethora of
characters .... Henry II, Anne
Boline, Thomas Becket, Julius
Caesar, Akbar, Sivaji and
Aurangzeb. He imagined and
demonstrated how Becket was
murdered, how John Wyclife
preached the Bible and St.
Augustine purchased slaves in the
market. He used to demonstrate
how Joan of Arc, his favorite
heroine, used to rouse the